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New entryway of 
Building C– with 
1920’s inspiration

Ridgefield 
Academy 
Expands Minds 
And Buildings

Ridgefield Academy and Petra 
Construction Corporation recently 
worked together to create a state-of-
the-art facility for Ridgefield’s stu-
dents. Recent building renovations 
by Petra have sculpted this model 
learning environment to reflect the 
ever-evolving standards of excellence 
that Ridgefield Academy provides its 
students. From its start in Georgetown, 

Connecticut in 1975, Ridgefield 
Academy has strived to educate and 
encourage children from preschool 
through middle school to become inde-
pendent, innovative thinkers by using 
the most up-to-date standards and 
skills available.

Through continued growth, this 
close-knit community made the move 
to its current home of Ridgefield, 
Connecticut in 1999. The scenic cam-
pus embraces the natural curiosity of 
Ridgefield Academy students by offer-
ing beautiful outdoor spaces for learn-
ing, playgrounds and athletic fields. 

This project presented a number 
of interesting challenges. With a very 

short schedule, Mike O’Hare, Project 
Manager, and Barry Zorzanello, Senior 
Project Manager, had much to coor-
dinate. A religious order of nuns had 
yet to vacate a portion of Building B, 
leaving Petra to adhere to an even 
tighter schedule. Once the transition 
was complete, Petra was able to push 
forward, transforming the acquired liv-
ing quarters into Ridgefield Academy’s 
new middle school. 

Although much work was accom-
plished in Building B, renovations in 
Building C, which consists primarily of 
classrooms and an auditorium, posed 
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many challenges as well. Adverse 
weather during roof replacement 
made this task increasingly difficult. 
However, weather wasn’t Petra’s only 
concern. Demolishing the existing roof 
prematurely would expose the school 
interior to precipitation and humidity. 
Petra’s solution? To first build the gam-
brel roof over the existing roof. This 
required Petra to install structural steel 
at the new column locations prior to 
removing the existing roof, then install 
trusses and framing, which finally led 
to installation of the new roof. Finally, 
the old roof was demolished from 
underneath the new gambrel roof.  

Ridgefield Academy’s auditorium 
in Building C, Turner Hall, was gutted 
for renovation. The existing concrete 
seating tiers were demolished and 172 
new theater-style seats were installed. 

New theater lighting and sound sys-
tems were installed, along with fabric-
wrapped sound attenuating panels. 
The new heating, ventilating and air 
conditioning units and duct work were 
installed in an existing, tightly config-
ured mechanical space. 

One of the most dramatic improve-
ments made during the renovation of 
Building C was the new entrance and 
lobby area. The enchanting design by 
McManus Peterman Architects, Inc., 
designers of the Ridgefield Academy 
renovations, entailed transforming the 
front façade from a bleak, 1960’s style 
to a 1920’s inspired entryway. To do so, 
additional lighting, a gambrel roof and 
a user-friendly lobby for visitors was 
added. Other improvements through-
out the building included new carpet-
ing, lighting and paint finishes.

Both Building B and C were treated 
as independent projects, requiring a 

Petra superintendent for each: Mike 
Mertz and Dale Schmidt. This was 
largely due to the steep grade sepa-
rating the two buildings. Each build-
ing required fire and building code 
upgrades. Petra also mobilized its 
in-house custom woodwork shop to 
fabricate millwork such as oak panel-
ing, custom molding, two large trophy 
cases and trim around the arched win-
dows. These beautifully crafted pieces 
aided in meeting the design intent 
inspired by the visually appealing 
1920’s style mansion that stands on 
the Ridgefield Academy property.

Though many challenges were 
faced during the renovation, Petra’s 
skilled team adjusted its construction 
sequencing to remain on schedule.  
Completion of the project was a pri-
mary concern of Ridgefield Academy’s 
Headmaster, James Heus. “We made 
it clear to Petra that our window of 
opportunity to begin after an early 
June graduation and complete this 
project by late August was very nar-
row. Nevertheless, it was impera-
tive that we receive a certificate of 
occupancy by the scheduled opening 
of school.”  Substantial completion 
before the beginning of the school 
year was achieved, and a monumental 
achievement it was.

Completion of Ridgefield 
Academy’s renovations has added to 
the natural, scenic beauty of the cam-
pus, providing an ideal learning envi-
ronment for academic achievement for 
years to come.

If you are in need of construction 
services, please call Guido Petra, 
President or Terry Wooding, Executive 
Vice President at 203-865-6043.  The middle school building renovation provided new, functional classrooms.


